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FLYING SAUCER
MYSTERY SOLVED?

WASHINGTON,August 25.- The maga-
zine,"Aviation Week,"publisheda new re-
porttodayon whatthe UnitedStatesAir Force

has foundout aboutthe upperatmosphere

with "MobyDick"balloons-
whale-like

bags
whichhave oftenbeen mistakenfor flying

saucers.

Sincethe heliumfilledbal-
loons made their appearance

threeyearsago, the magazine

said, many of the "saucer"

sightingshad coincidedwith
their logged ascentsand
charted courses.

In an article basedon the
latest informationfrom the

Air Force, "AviationWeek"
told why the balloonswere
taken for flyingsaucers.

The magazinegave this ac-
count of the

experiments:
The

shinysurfaceof the plastic

balloonsis an excellent re-
flectorof light.Long afterthe
sun has set, they shinebril-
liantlywith light reflected

from the sun at altitudesof
from90,000ft to 100,000 ft, al-
most20 milesup. Vapourdust
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or other foreignparticles in
the atmosphere makes the
lightappearwhite,red, purple

or green.
SPEED DECEPTIVE

Becauseof the difficultyof
judgingspeed at high altitudes

the balloons sometimesseem

to be racingat a
tremendous

speed, whereasthey actually

are movingat 60 milesan hour
or less.

One eveningafter sunset,

many unitsof the Strategic

Air Commandin Texas were
keptbusytryingto catchand
shoot down a flyingobject
which was actuallya "Moby
Dick" driftingalongin a glow
of dust-refractedsunlight.
B36 crews, accustomedto

flyingat high altitudes, gave
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left behind.Jet fighters
stalledtryingto pursuethe
objectabove their ceilings.

The Air Force started

the balloon programme in
1950. Much valuablere-
search has been ac-
complished and more is
expectedbeforethe pro-
gramme ls scheduled to
end earlynext year.
The balloonflightshave

confirmed the fact that air
currents travel in opposite
directionsat differentaltitude

layers.The prevailingwind
movesfrom west to east across

the UnitedStatesat about
50,000ft, but about10,000ft
higherthe flow is sometimes

the reverse.


